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Learning Together - Achieving Excellence

11t September 2026
Dear Parents and Carers

Welcome back to the new school year! | hope you have all had a lovely time making memories
with your families over the summer months and are ready to get stuck in to learning.

This week staff and children have been working hard on getting to know each other and
developing relationships, which | think you will agree, is so important to everyone. | have seen
some great Maths work in Year 4 and some beautiful lining up and sitting in assembly from Year 2.
Well done to those classes this week!

Welcome to our new members of staff

Please welcome Mr Phil Alcock in Year 6 and on our Senior Leadership Team (SLT), Mrs Rebecca
Browne in Year 5 on Thursdays and Fridays and Mrs Charmaine Litchfield in Year 2 until half term.
Mel Pointon is also now part of SLT.

Communication Policy

Hopefully you have seen our new Communication Policy for parents which | sent out on Dojo
earlier this week. | hope this gives you piece of mind as to which form of communication is best
used to suit your particular query.

School Uniform

Thank you to everyone who has made efforts to ensure their children are in correct school
uniform. | hope now that | have spoken to anyone that is having problems and that you are doing
your best to rectify this ASAP. The children really do look smart and seem to be much more proud
of themselves as they walk around school.

Just a reminder:
It is our school policy that all children wear school uniform when attending school, or when
participating in a school-organised event outside normal school hours.

Uniform Details
AUTUMN/WINTER

e White shirt/blouse for Y1 — Y6/White polo shirt for Reception children

e Larkrise tie for Y1 — Y6 (available from One Stop School Gear)

e Grey/Black trousers/shorts (boys or girls) and grey or black socks (Reception children can
wear black jogging bottoms)

e Grey/Black school skirt/pinafore (for girls) and charcoal grey/ black woollen tights or %
length charcoal grey, black or white socks (Reception children can wear black jogging
bottoms)

e Blue jumper or cardigan with optional school logo on ( which is available from One Stop
School Gear)

e Blue and white gingham dresses in the summer term or when the weather is particularly
warm in Autumn
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NB. Trousers and shorts worn in school for uniform must be appropriate uniform style material and
‘cut’,i.e. tailored style, not sportswear or fashion styles.

All uniform items can be purchased from One Stop School Gear, however items of school uniform
can also be purchased at local supermarkets, or high street shops, meaning they can be much
more affordable for families. The logo’d uniform, especially the jumper, is a popular choice but is
not compulsory.

‘The Hive’ has a pre-loved uniform shop. Contact our Child and Family support worker or come
to a drop-in to find out what’s there.

PE Kit

Black plimsolls or plain trainers (trainers for outside use and for sporting competitions)
- Blue PE shorts

- White T-shirt with optional logo on (which is available from One Stop School Shop)

- Black/dark coloured, plain tracksuit for the winter months (for outside use)

The PE kit should be brought to school on a Monday morning and may be taken home on Friday
afternoon. Alternatively, kit can be left in school and will be sent home at the end of a half term.

| have had to speak to several children this week who have not had their PE kit in. PE is a very
important part of our curriculum and should not be missed. Please ensure PE kit is in every week.
No PE kit for a period of time will incur consequences.

All items of clothing — including shoes and ties — should be
clearly marked with the child’s name. We have already accrued
an amount of ‘lost property’ which we get rid of at the end of
every half term. PLEASE label your children’s clothing!!!1!1]

Free School Meal Eligibility

Free School Meal eligibility has changed as of 1st September 2026. Please click on the link
below to provide us with your National Insurance details and Date of Birth, so that we can
check your eligibility for you.
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=qLO6taDJvEaL2S7tWIoiFkAvQ6GEi
QFIhmN9YUwwGORUMIZQUTQ2VO5WMzEOQIRMOUFXROVJQTVXSS4u

Please can you complete this by Tuesday 15th September 2026.

Kind regards,

School Office

Meet The Teacher Presentations

Thank you to all parents who have attended the ‘Meet the Teacher’ presentations over the past
week. | hope you have had the chance to find out a little bit more about your child’s teacher(s),
the class routine and what the children will be learning this year, and the all important PE days.
The presentation itself can be found on your child’s class page, under the Children tab on the
school website — www.larkrise.essex.sch.uk. Our teachers will be updating those pages
throughout the term so keep checking back for more information.

OPAL
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Please send in anything you think might be suitable for the children to play with on our playground
— old suitcases, old bikes/scooters, any tyres, piping etc We are collecting so that we can start as
soon as possible. We have an audit on 21t September with OPAL so hopefully things will move
quite quickly after that. The staff had training in the INSET days before we returned to school and

they are all very keen and excited to get started!

FOLS NEWS

Welcome back to everyone and hello to our new parents.

FOLS AGM - Details to follow soon

Please see the Classlist link if you are not signed up yet. All our events are advertised on here and
you can purchase tickets here too.

https://classlist.page.link/CmMMdA6uNwwUEtR56

If anyone has any fundraising ideas for the children/school, would like to join FOLS or you have any
guestions, we are more than happy to help. Please do get in contact with FOLS on the following
email - familiesoflarkrise@hotmail.com or message us on our Facebook page - Families and friends

of Larkrise Primary School or alternatively, look out for us on the KS2 playground.

All of this is not possible without everyone coming together as a community.

Many Thanks
FOLS Team

Monday Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday Frida
9-10 am Pre-loved Pre-loved Pre-loved Pre-loved
uniform shop | uniform shop | uniform shop | uniform shop
open open open open
(Cash only) (Cash only) (Cash only) (Cash only)
10— 12am | Mel available | Mel available | Mel available | Mel available
for 1:1 for 1:1 for 1:1 for 1:1
conversations | conversations | conversations | conversations
1-4pm Mel available | Mel available | Mel available | Mel available
for 1:1 for 1:1 for 1:1 for 1:1
conversations | conversations | conversations | conversations

1:1 conversations — | am always happy to talk to parents 1:1. Where possible, can you text me for
1:1 conversations so | can ensure my availability, however, if something unexpected has happened
and you need to talk about it on the day, please don’t hesitate to contact me.

Mel Pointon, Child and Family Support Worker, will be available in “The Hive,” our parent hub
which is in the bungalow situated on the school driveway, every Monday, Wednesday and
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Thursday to meet with parents and carers. This is also where our pre-loved uniform is available for
a small fee. Please feel free to go across on any of these days and Mel will help you out. Mel can
also issue food bank vouchers should you need them. Mel can also be contacted on
079562111932.

Philosophy for children

Our ‘P4C question of the week’ that we’d like you and your children to discuss is this:
‘Would you rather go to school or be on holiday?’

The important thing to ask is ‘why?’ Do let us know what you and your children discuss.

Family Fridays

Parents and carers are welcome to come into school at 8.40am every Friday, alongside their child,
to read in their classroom. We will do this EVERY Friday so please do come along and join in. If
children see us working together, they will do so much better in their learning! Please do come in,
if only for 10 minutes! Younger siblings are welcome to come too as long as you keep them close
to you whilst reading. We ask you all to have left the classroom by 9am so the children can then
proceed with their class learning.

Stars of the Week

Class Stars of the Week WEETEEEEED G e
Week

Year 1 Alma, Bailey Norah

Year 2 Mila, Akaal Akaal

Year 3 Jenson, Bowie Aoife

Year 4 Monica, Kody Oliver S

Year 5 Bryony, Saima Jax

Year 6 Sophia, Corey Ishaqg

Attendance News

Attendance was a reason that Larkrise did not reach the ‘outstanding’ grade from Ofsted. There
are too many families who fall under the 90% attendance bracket and are so deemed to be
‘persistently absent’. Children should be attending school every day. Your child can only miss
school if they are too ill to attend or school have given advance permission. Can you please ensure
you contact the school office to explain any absence from your child on the day they are going to
be absent before 9am. The national attendance target is 95% and we would really like to achieve
that this year.

Year1l-— 85.8%
Year 2 — 88.7%
Year 3 — 91.7%
Year 4 — 84.8%
Year 5 - 95.5%
Year 6 — 85.9%

Have a lovely, restful weekend.

Ms Allen

L At

Headteacher



Larkrise Primary School

On behalf of Jen and Aron we would like to share the link below to their JustGiving page. Please
click the link for further details.

Many thanks

Little < -
Havens

Aron Lane is fundraising for Little Havens Children's Hospice
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