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20th March 2026 
 
Dear Families,  
 
Firstly, Happy Eid to any of our families who are celebrating today. We hope you have a wonderful 
day with your families. 
 
Secondly, what a welcome visitor the sunshine has been this week. Year 1 and 2 had a wonderful 
visit to the church yesterday to carry out some Easter activities in preparation for the upcoming 
festival. We were also treated to an assembly from Year 1 and Year 2 this week – superstars in our 
midst, I think you’ll agree. 
 
ATTENDANCE 

Currently we are sitting at 91% attendance as a school overall. You will have seen this from my 
dojo earlier this week. The new Ofsted framework is highlighting the importance of attendance 
and we are not hitting the mark. Here are some facts and figures that might help. Think of it this 
way: 

If your child has 90% attendance, it might sound pretty good — but it actually means they’re 
missing about 19 days of school a year. 

That’s nearly 4 whole weeks of lessons missed. 

Over time, that really adds up. It’s like your child is missing chunks of teaching in every subject, 
which can make it harder to keep up with the class and feel confident in their learning. 

Even small absences here and there can quickly turn into a big gap.  

Can you please make a concerted effort to get your children to school every day they are not 
poorly? I have added a poster to the end of this newsletter regarding illnesses which might help 
you to make a decision as to whether your child is well enough to attend.  

 
PARENT SURVEY 
Thank you to those parents and families who have sent back their parent surveys after the reports 
were sent out before half term. We have had some wonderful responses where parents are 
overwhelmingly agreeing with the statements. I will do an in depth analysis before the end of the 
term so that you have more time to get your surveys back to us. For now, here are a few of the 
positive comments that we have received: 
‘The teachers are good at teaching and understand their subjects’ 
‘The school has an amazing learning and improving attitude. The staff and Headteacher are 
welcoming, caring and supportive. Thank you’ 
‘Friendly staff’ 
‘I appreciate the support given to the children and the positive atmosphere at the school. 
Dedicated staff and a safe, supportive environment’ 
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‘Larkrise to me is a lovely community school that have always supported myself as well as my 
child’ 
I will share more with you before the end of this term. 
 
POLLING STATION – CLOSURE OF SCHOOL 
An important date for your diaries – Thursday 7th May is a polling day where Larkrise will be used 
as a polling station. This means we will be closed to children on this day. On Thursday 7th May 
school will be closed. 
 
IROCK 
We have a new band coach, Ben, and he will be coaching on a Monday afternoon. If you are 
interested in your child joining IRock to play the drums, the keyboard, the guitar, or sing, please 
do let us know or contact IRock at info@irockschool.com or phone 0330 1742655. Their website is 
www.irockschool.com if you would like to find out more. A dojo went out inviting children to a 
taster session – please have a look if you are interested. 
 
CLUBS – SPRING TERM 2026 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
 
Lego Club 
EYFS/Yr1 /Yr 2 
15 Places 
Miss Phillips 
 
Sewing Club 
Yrs 2 & 3 
8 Places 
Mrs Bacon 
 
Gymnastics 
Club 
Yrs 5 & 6 
12 Places 
Miss Uzzell 
 

 
Choir Club 
KS2 (Yrs 3, 4, 5 
& 6) 
15 Places 
Miss Bowers 
 
 
 

 
Dodgeball Club 
KS2 (Yrs 4, 5 & 
6) 
Mr Thomas 
 

 
Maths Club 
(TTRS) 
Yrs 3,4 & 5 
10 Places 
Miss Horne 
 
Craft Club 
KS1 (Yrs 1 & 2) 
Mrs Lane 
 
Movie Club 
KS1 (Yrs 3, 4, 5 
& 6) 
Ms Hawkins 
 
Strength & 
Fitness Club 
KS2 (Yrs 3, 4,5 
& 6)  

 

 

Club applications for this term have now closed but I have kept this in the newsletter so that you 
are aware of which clubs are happening when. 

 
FACEBOOK 
Please have a look at our Facebook page where we try to upload photos from each of the classes 
across the school weekly to share what we have all been up to. Please like and comment too! 
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DIARY DATES 
 

Monday 23rd March IRock concert at 2.30pm – parents of children 
with IRockers only 

Tuesday 24th March Y2 WOW Day - Springtime 

Wednesday 25th March Reception WOW Day – Easter Fun Day 

Wednesday 25th March Y3 WOW Day - Romans 

Thursday 26th March Y4 WOW Day 

Friday 27th March Last day of term 

Monday 30th March – Friday 10th April EASTER BREAK 

Monday 13th April  Children return to school 

Tuesday 28th April Y6 WOW Day – Wellbeing walk and picnic 

Friday 8th May Y4 WOW Day – Stone Age inspiration box 

Tuesday 19th May Y1 WOW Day 

Wednesday 20th May Y5 WOW Day – World bee day 

Monday 25th May – Friday 29th May HALF TERM 

Monday 1st June Children return to school 

Monday 8th June – Wednesday 10th June Y6 Residential Trip  

Monday 22nd June  Group Photos  

Friday 26th June Y1 WOW Day 

Friday 3rd  July Y5 WOW Day – Independence Day 

Wednesday 15th July Y6 WOW Day – Children’s choice 

 
 

 
 
 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

9 -10 am Pre-loved 
uniform shop 
open 
(Cash only) 
 

 Coffee 
morning 
Pre-loved 
uniform shop 
open 
(Cash only) 
  
 

Pre-loved 
uniform shop 
open 
(Cash only) 
 

 

10 – 12am Mel available 
for 1:1 
conversations 

 Mel available 
for 1:1 
conversations 

Mel available 
for 1:1 
conversations 

 

1 – 4pm Mel available 
for 1:1 
conversations 

 Mel available 
for 1:1 
conversations 

Mel available 
for 1:1 
conversations 

 

 
1:1 conversations – I am always happy to talk to parents 1:1. Where possible, can you text me for 

1:1 conversations so I can ensure my availability, however, if something unexpected has 

happened and you need to talk about it on the day, please don’t hesitate to contact me. 



Mel Pointon, Child and Family Support Worker, will be available in ‘The Hive,’ our parent hub 
which is in the bungalow situated on the school driveway, every Monday, Wednesday and 
Thursday to meet with parents and carers. This is also where our pre-loved uniform is available for 
a small fee. Please feel free to go across on any of these days and Mel will help you out. Mel can 
also issue food bank vouchers should you need them. Mel can also be contacted on 
079562111932. 
 
WORKSHOP – Understanding your child’s anxiety workshop for parents. Taking place in 28/1/26 at 
9am until 10.30am. See the poster at the end of the newsletter for more details. 
 
FOLS NEWS 
 
EYFS BAKE SALE   
A big thank you to everyone who donated cakes for us to sell at the EYFS Bake Sale, it is much 
appreciated. 
 
Thank you to our helpers and everyone who came in to buy cakes, play hook a duck or get a 
temporary tattoo. 
 
We raised a total of £145 to go towards the very special EYFS surprise, which will also be enjoyed 
by the rest of the children in the school. 
  
FRIDAY 13 MARCH - Someone Special Gift Shop  
Thank you to everyone who brought tickets for our event in school.  The children really do enjoy 
coming to the gift shop and picking something.  
The children were all really well behaved when picking their gifts.  
 
EASTER EGG COMPETITION SHEETS  
We will be in the happiness garden at school pick up selling the Easter egg competition sheets for 
£1. The competition closes on Wednesday 25 of March and winners announced Friday 27 March.  
 
Here is the link if you are not yet signed up to classlist -  
 
https://app.classlist.com/events/#/events/view/1408410686 
 
If anyone has any ideas for events or raising funds for the children and school, please do let us 
know and if anyone has any free time and would like to volunteer to help us, please do get in 
touch.  
Contact Details - familiesoflarkrise@hotmail.com   
Facebook page - Families and friends of Larkrise Primary School,   
Classlist or alternatively, look out for us on the KS2 playground.  
  
Thank you to everyone for supporting us and we hope you all have a lovely week.  
  
The FOLs Team   
 
PHILOSOPHY FOR CHILDREN 
Our ‘P4C question of the week’ that we’d like you and your children to discuss is this: 
‘Would you rather read a book or watch a film?’ 
The important thing to ask is ‘why?’ Do let us know what you and your children discuss. 
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ATTENDANCE NEWS 
Attendance was a reason that Larkrise did not reach the ‘outstanding’ grade from Ofsted last year. 
There are too many families who fall under the 90% attendance bracket and are so deemed to be 
‘persistently absent’. Children should be attending school every day. Your child can only miss 
school if they are too ill to attend or school have given advance permission. Can you please ensure 
you contact the school office to explain any absence from your child on the day they are going to 
be absent before 9am. The national attendance target is 95% and we would really like to achieve 
that this year. 
 
Reception –  92.2% 
Year 1 –  86.8% 
Year 2 – 87.8% 
Year 3 – 89.4% 
Year 4 – 95.7% 
Year 5 –  88.5% 
Year 6 – 93.7% 

 
CERTIFICATES 
 

Class Stars of the Week 
Mathematician of the 

Week 

Reception (EYFS) Sienna-Rain, Thomas Annabelle 

Year 1 The whole class Florence 

Year 2 Claire Gabriella 

Year 3 Aria, Akua Dominic 

Year 4 Somto, Layla Bella 

Year 5 
Miriam, Joshua, Miss 

Gregory 
Amelia 

Year 6 Rory, Johnson Olivia 

   
 
BIRTHDAYS 
A very happy birthday to the following children for this week: 
 
Ogechi, Arthur, Gabriella 
 
Many happy returns! 
 
Have a great weekend! 
 
Ms Allen 

 
Headteacher 
Larkrise Primary School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Message from Great Baddow Parish Council  
 
We wanted to make you aware of the Great Baddow Parish Council Library of Things.  This is a 
community resource designed to help our residents, including community groups, share 
resources, save money, and reduce waste. 
  
We know that many households and local groups often need specific equipment for "one-off" 
tasks or events, but buying these items can be expensive and they take up valuable storage space. 
Our Library of Things solves this by allowing you to borrow what you need, when you need it. 
  
We have a range of items which may be of interest: 

 Home & Garden: Garden tools and wheelbarrows for those seasonal projects. 
 Kitchen & Events: Extra chairs, tables, crockery, and cutlery and gazebo—perfect for 

community events. 
 Tech & Gadgets: High-value items including a digital projector for presentations and a 

thermal imaging camera to help identify heat loss in homes. 
  
To find out more, please view our website: 
https://www.greatbaddowparishcouncil.gov.uk/council-services/the-library-of-things/ for more 
details.  Alternatively, do please get in touch. 
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